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     The student must provide appropriate documentation. 
Upon approval of the appeal, the course instructor will 
designate whether the student was passing or failing the 
course at the time of the appeal to drop form was 
submitted. A ‘DP’ grade indicates the student dropped the 
class with a passing grade. A ‘DF’ grade indicates the 
student dropped the class with a failing grade. The ‘DF’ 
grade is calculated in the student’s term and cumulative 
GPA. The deadline to submit appeals is six months after 
the end of the term in which the course was taken. 
 
GRADING SYSTEM 
Grade 

 
Points Per 
Credit Hour 

A 4.00 
A- 3.67 
B+ 3.33 
B 3.00 
B- 2.67 
C+ 2.33 
C 2.00 
C- 1.67 
D+ 1.33 
D 1.00 
D- 0.67 
F Failure 0.00 
F0 Failure based on non-attendance 0.00 
P Satisfactory (Pass) N/A 
IP Thesis/Dissertation in Progress N/A 
IN Incomplete1 N/A 
W Withdrew by appeal N/A 
WI Withdrew from University N/A 
WP Withdrew from University after 

deadline with passing grade N/A 

WF Withdrew from University after 
deadline with failing grade 0.00 

AU Audit N/A 
DR Dropped Course N/A 
DP Dropped after deadline with passing

grade 
 N/A 

DF Dropped after deadline with failing
grade 

 0.00 

EM Examination N/A 
1IN is only a temporary symbol. After two terms, it will 
revert to either a grade of “F” or the letter grade earned in 
the course. 
Note: All courses for which a student is officially registered 
at the end of the Drop/Add Period and for which a Letter 
Grade, a ‘DF’, or a ‘WF’ is received are calculated in the 
GPA. 
 
HOW TO CALCULATE A GRADE POINT 
AVERAGE (GPA) 
 
A Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated for all 
students.  GPAs are calculated only for grades earned at 
FIU.  
     There are two types of GPAs: Semester and 
Cumulative. The semester GPA is calculated using the 
courses taken in the semester in question. The cumulative 
GPA is a summary of all FIU courses taken over that 

student’s career. Remember, when a student’s career 
changes (i.e., undergraduate to graduate), the GPA 
calculation begins anew. Transfer course grades are not 
included in any GPA calculations. To calculate a GPA, one 
must know the course grade, the course credits or 
semester hours associated with that course, and the 
values associated with each grade assigned. See the 
Grading System list above for "Points Per Credit Hour" 
values. 
     To calculate a GPA, first multiply the number of course 
credits/semester hours for each course by the grade point 
values associated with the grade received in that course. 
Then add all of those totals together and divide that sum 
by the total number of course credits/semester hours. For 
a semester GPA use all regularly graded courses in that 
semester (plus P/F courses in which an F or U was 
earned), and for the cumulative GPA use all courses. Do 
not average semester GPAs in order to calculate the 
umulative GPA. c

 
N
 

ote: All GPAs are rounded to two decimal points. 

Note: on the Grading System list above, some grades will 
not affect GPA, such as “P” (Satisfactory), “IN” 
(Incomplete) or “DR” (Dropped).  Thus, do not include the 
credits for such graded courses in the calculation. 
 
Here is an example of semester GPA calculation:  
Calculating a Semester GPA 
Course Grade Course 

Credits 
Attempted 

Points 
Per Credit 
Hour 

Points Per 
Course 

ENC 1101  B 3.0 x 3.00 = 9.00 
MAC 2147 B+ 4.0 x 3.33 = 13.32 
BSC 1010 A- 3.0 x 3.67 = 11.01 
BSC 1010L A 1.0 x 4.00 = 4.00 
AMH 2041 C 3.0 x 2.00 = 6.00 
ARH 2050 F 3.0 x 0.00 = 0.00 
Total 17 43.33 
Semester GPA 43.33 divided by 17 = 2.548 
 
GRADING OPTIONS 
 
The Colleges and the Schools make the determination of 
the grading option of each course. A course may be 
offered for a letter grade as listed above or Pass/Fail. The 
student may choose to audit a course and an ‘AU’ grade 
will be recorded on the student’s record. The grading 
option must be indicated at the time of registration. The 
grading option cannot be changed after the first week of 
classes. There are no exceptions to this deadline. 
  To register for an audit, the student must obtain the 
permission and signature of the instructor of the course 
audited. Once the student is registered in the course as 
“Audit”, the grading option cannot be changed. 
 
INCOMPLETE GRADE 
 
An incomplete grade is a temporary symbol given at the 
discretion of the instructor for work not completed because 
of serious interruption not caused by the student’s own 
negligence. An incomplete must be made up as quickly as 
possible but no later than two semesters or it will 
automatically default to an “F” or the grade that the 
student earned in the course. There is no extension of the 
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